THE CRISIS IN GREECE

A SPEECH TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS IN A DEBATE ON AN AMENDMENT

REGRETTING BRITISH INTERVENTION  IN  GREECE AND OTHER PARTS OF
LIBERATED EUROPE.     THE AMENDMENT WAS DEFEATED BY 279 TO 30

DECEMBER 8, 1944

December I.    United States  Third Army reached the River Saar at
three points.

Princess Elizabeth launched Britain's greatest battleship.
December 2.    East African troops entered Kalezoa in Burma.
December 3.    Official stand-down of the Home Guard.    The King took
the Salute in Hyde Park.

Athens police fired on Greek demonstrators.

December 4.    British Second Army occupied Blerick, a suburb of Venlo.
U.S. Third Army reached to within 6 miles of Saar-
b rueken.

December 5.   British troops were forced to intervene in the fighting in
Athens.

The Eighth Army captured the Italian city of Ravenna.
December 7.    British and Greek regular troops began clearing hostile

elements from Athens.

December 8.   House of Commons by 279 votes to 30 supported the British
Government's action in Greece.

Russian troops reach to within 25 miles of Budapest.

[December 8, 1944.

THE value of the speech which has just ended was, I thought,
that it showed how extremely complex these Greek politics are.
The hon. Gentleman [Sir Richard Acland, leader of the Commonwealth
Party] made a very large number of assertions, some of which were
accurate, some of which were, according to my information, rather the
reverse. At any rate, hours of debate, day after day, would be required
if this House were to attempt to emulate the mastery of the details
of the position in Greece which he has been able to acquire in spite of
other serious preoccupations.

I address myself to the Amendment as a whole, and I must point
out that it does not deal only with Greece, but with other parts of
Europe. The House, I am sure, will therefore permit me to deal
with the whole of this question of our intervention on the Continent,
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